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DEATH OF THE REV RICHARD JANION 

MINISTER OF STRETTON 

We have the melancholy duty imposed on us this week, of recording the lamented and awful death of the 

Rev. Richd Janion A.M. Minister of the new church at Stretton, near Warrington, in this county: whose 

sudden, and to us short-sighted mortals seemingly untimely end, reminds us of that beautiful passage in the 

scriptures “in the midst of life we are in death;” and it has thrown into profound grief, a large circle of 

relatives and friends, by whom he was most deservedly beloved. The reverend deceased was the eldest son 

of Mr. Janion, of Kingsley, and brother to Mr. Joseph Janion, mercer, in this city. He received his preparatory 

education for the University, from the learned Mr. Stolterforth, of Chester, under whose able tuition he made 

great progress in Biblical knowledge; and afterwards he took his degrees at Brazen-Nose (sic) College. For 

some years he was curate of Whitney, in Oxfordshire, where he was much esteemed; and he left that part of 

the kingdom at the request of his afflicted father, for the curacy of Overton, in this county. On assuming the 

pastoral charge of Stretton, he became distinguished for indefatigable zeal in behalf of the spiritual welfare 

of his flock, over whom he presided in meekness and love; availing himself of every opportunity of advancing 

their spiritual interests, not being ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.  

On Thursday evening last, he had been assisting at a lecture, delivered at St. James church, Warrington, by 

the Rev T Byrth, and after the service he continued some time in the company of that gentleman. About eight 

o’clock in the evening he walked towards his residence at Stockton Mount, the wind being exceedingly 

boisterous at the time; and having advanced half way on the road between Warrington and Wilderspool, he 

was struck upon the head by a limb, which was detached from a large black poplar tree, by violence of the 

gale. It fell upon his head from a height of forty feet. Almost total insensibility immediately ensued; and he 

lay upon the ground, blood flowing profusely from his wounds at the time. Five men very soon passed by, 

and supposing the unfortunate gentleman to be intoxicated, they travelled on until they met a constable, to 

whom they said, a man lying on the road required his aid. The constable instantly recognised Mr. Janion, and 

having procured assistance, walked him to his house at Stockton Mount, distant of about half a mile. He did 

not speak during the walk; but when he entered the house, in reply to a question if he would go up stairs, he 

said “yes”. That was the only word which he uttered until his death, which took place ten hours after. A 

coroner’s inquest was held before Mr. Caldwell, of Frodsham, on Saturday last and the witnesses underwent 

a severe examination in consequence of some ill founded rumours of violence having been in circulation. The 

jury were very respectable, and returned the following verdict, that “the Rev. Mr. Janion’s death was caused 

by a large branch of a tree, which a strong west wind forced off, and striking the deceased’s head, producing 

a concussion of the brain.” 

The Rev. Mr. Janion was 40 years of age, very strong and healthy in constitution, and he was about to take 

possession of his new parsonage house, near to the church. He had been married but fifteen month, and has 

left a wife but no children. He was in the habit of instructing a few private boarders at his residence.      


