
Frank Norman Simpson 

Frank Norman Simpson was a country boy, born in 1923 at Pill Moss Farm on the outskirts of the 

small village of Whitley in Cheshire, four miles south of Warrington. Some years later Norman’s 

father Frank (1898–1971, b. Whitley, Cheshire), who was a farm worker and a carter, and his wife 

Ethel (née Curzon, 1899–1979, b. Winsford, Cheshire), moved to Walls Green Cottage in the village 

with their three children – Ethel Doris (b.1921), Frank Norman (b.1923) and Brian C. (b.1933).  

Norman (as he was known) attended the Church Schools in the neighbouring village of Stretton and 

was for some time a choirboy at Whitley Parish Church, as well as being a humorous and energetic 

member of the 22nd Warrington Scout Troop. 

On leaving school Norman joined Greenall Whitley & Co at their Wilderspool Brewery in Warrington 

as an apprentice motor mechanic, cycling to work each day from his village home. His sense of 

humour, bright and breezy character and his steel toe-capped work boots, which he coated in 

aluminium paint, became his personal ‘trademarks’. Although he could have avoided being 

conscripted into the armed forces because of his reserved occupation, in 1941 Norman volunteered 

for aircrew duties in the RAF. However, his training was probably deferred for a year or so because 

of this. 

It was not until April 1943 that he completed his basic training in the RAF with 14 Initial Training 

Wing at Bridlington, which was then followed by trade training as a flight engineer at 4 School of 

Technical Training, St Athan, in South Wales. He passed out from St Athan in November and was 

posted the following month to 1664 Heavy Conversion Unit at Dishforth, Yorkshire, where he joined 

a bomber crew captained by Sgt Brian Hall RCAF. The seven-man crew were posted to an operational 

bomber squadron on 27 January 1944 – 425 (Alouette) Squadron, a French-Canadian unit in 6 

(Canadian) Group in RAF Bomber Command, based at Tholthorpe in north Yorkshire. 

Norman and his crew flew their first bombing operation on 20 February 1944 to Stuttgart. They flew 

two more ops – to Trappes, near Paris on 6 March, and to Le Mans in the Loire valley on 7 March, 

before they were given a short period of leave. On their return to Tholthorpe the crew were detailed 

to fly a night cross-country training exercise across England on the evening of 26 March 1944. It was 

during this flight that their Halifax bomber aircraft got into difficulties for reasons unknown and 

crashed at Bradford-on-Avon, Wiltshire, at 8.50pm. Six of the crew of eight (there was an additional 

crew member on this trip, a ground crew radar mechanic) were killed, including Norman. He had in 

fact bailed out of the aircraft in the dark over open countryside but his parachute failed and he was 

killed. 

At the time of his death Norman was engaged to a young girl from his village named Doris Ikin.  

 

  


