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John Okell of Stretton 1834 

This is the last will and testament of me John Okell of Stretton in the county of Chester 

Gentleman I order and direct that all my just debts funeral and testamentary expenses 

be in the first place paid and discharge by my executors thereinafter named and subject 

thereto I give and advise and bequeath unto my dear wife and unto my sons John and 

Thomas all and every my freehold messuages and tenements lands and hereditaments 

situate lying and being at Stretton aforesaid and also all my farming stock, stock in trade 

household furniture and books plates linen china glass monies securities for money, 

debts and a@ my real and personal estate and effects whatsoever and wheresoever and 

of what value or kind soever whereof or wherein or whereunto I may be seized or 

possessed or in any will entitled to hold the same respectively unto my said wife and my 

said two sons John and Thomas their heirs executors and administrators according to the 

respective values and qualities thereof to the uses upon the trusts and to and for the @ 

intents and purposes and subject to the powers provisos and declarations hereinafter @ 

and declared of and concerning the same that is to say upon trust that they my said wife 

and my said two sons John and Thomas or the survivors or survivor of them or the heirs 

or assigns of such survivor do and shall at such time or times as they or he or she shall 

their @ and most for the benefit of those entitled under this my will absolutely sell my 

said messuages and tenements land hereditaments and premises hereinbefore devised 

to them as aforesaid either together or in parcels and either by public auction or private 

contract and for such price or prices as to them or him or her shall se@ and reasonable 

with liberty for them or him or her to buy in and resell the same at so@ at some future 

auction and to convey and assure the same unto the purchaser or purchasers thereof or 

as he or they shall direct unto and to receive the monies arising from the sale or sales 

thereof and give effectual discharges for the same the said purchaser or purchasers 

being exonerated from all liability in respect to the application thereof and I do direct that 

my said trustees or the survivors or survivor of them or the executors or administrators of 

such survivor do and shall stand and be possessed of the said monies to arise from such 

sale or sales upon the trusts and to and for the interests and purposes and subject to the 

powers provisos and declarations hereinbefore expressed and declared of and 

concerning the same and also that they my said trustees or the survivors or survivor of 

them or the executors or administrators of such survivor do and shall as soon as 

conveniently my be after my decease call in collect recover and @ the payment of all 

debts and @ of @ @ shall be due to me at the time of my decease and do and shall 

convert into money all other my personal estate and effects (except my household 

furniture books plate linen china and glass) and I direct that my said trustees or the 

survivors of survivor of them or the executors or administrators of such survivors do and 

shall after payments in the first place of my said debts funeral and testamentary 

expenses stand and be possessed of the surplus of the monies to arise and be received 

from my personal estate and also by sale of my real estate as aforesaid in trust for all 

and every my present nine children@ the said John and Thomas, Mary, Jane, Elizabeth, 

Joseph, Margaret and Robert equally to be divided between or amongst them in equal @ 

as tenants in common in the shares of my sons to be respectively payable or their 
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respectively attaining the age of twenty one years and of my daughters on their 

respectively attaining that age or marrying under that age and in case of the death of any 

of my said children under the age of twenty one years and unmarried then as to the 

share or shares as well surviving and @ as original of such of their or shall so die under 

the age of twenty one years and unmarried in trust for the survivors or survivor or others 

or other of them and I do direct that the share  or respective shares of such of my 

children who may not at the time of my decease be entitled to receive the same under 

the trusts aforesaid shall be invested by my said trustees or the survivor or survivors of 

them or the executors or administrators of such survivor in their or his or her names or 

name upon @ or real securities in England with power from time to time at their or his or 

her discretion to alter and vary the said trust monies so to be laid out and invested as 

aforesaid for or unto other stock funds or securities where and as often as they or he or 

she shall think fit and do and shall stand and be possessed of and interested in all and 

every such trust monies stocks funds and securities and the dividends interest and 

annual proceeds thereof in trust to receive the interest and dividends thereof and pay 

the same unto my said wife to be applied by her in such @ as the way think proper for the 

maintenance and education of such of my said children in the meantime and until his or 

their share or respective shares shall become payable as aforesaid provided always and I 

do hereby declare that it shall be lawful for my said trustees or the survivors or survivor 

of them and the executors or administrators of such survivor at any time or times after 

my decease to apply all or any part of the share of any child in the said trust monies 

stocks funds and securities under the trusts aforesaid aforesaid for and towards his or 

her advancement or @ in the @ or otherwise for his or her benefit notwithstanding such 

share shall not there have become payable under the trust hereinbefore contained and 

as to y said household furniture books plate linen china and glass upon trust that they 

my said trustees and the survivors and survivor of them and the executors and 

administrators of such survivor as and shall permit and suffer my said wife during her 

natural life if she so long continue my widow to have the use and enjoyment thereof and 

of every part thereof an after her decease or marriage again then that my said trustees 

or the survivors or survivor of them or the executors or administrators of such survivor or 

survivors of them or the executors or administrators of such survivor do and shall 

immediately sell and dispose of either by public auction or private contract my said 

household furniture, plate linen china and glass and do and shall stand possessed of the 

proceeds to arise from such sale unto such and the same trusts and subject to such and 

the same powers provisos and declarations and are hereinbefore declared concerning 

the monies to arise and be received from my personal estate and by sale of my real 

estate as aforesaid provided always and I do hereby further declared that the trustees 

acting under this my will and each and every of them and each and every of their heirs 

executors and administrators shall be charged and chargeable for such monies only as 

they respectively shall actually received by virtue of the trusts hereby in them reposed 

notwithstanding their or any of their giving and joining in giving any receipt or receipts for 

the sake of conformity and I direct that @of them shall be answerable or accountable for 

my @ or broker with @ the said trust monies and premises shall be placed for safe 

custody or for any default or ? of the others or other of them or for involuntary @ and also 
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that is shall any may be lawful for them with and out of the monies which shall come to 

their respective hands by virtue of the trusts aforesaid to retain and reimburse 

themselves respectively and also to allow their respective co trustees or cotrustee all 

costs charged damages and expenses which they or any of them shall or my @ expend in 

disburse in or about the execution of the aforesaid trysts or in re@ thereto and lastly I 

publish and declare this to be my last will and testament and thereof communicate 

constitute and appoint my said wife and my said two sons John and Thomas executrix 

and executors. In witness where of the said testator John Okell have each sheet of this 

my will contained four sheets of paper subscribed my name and to this last sheet set my 

seal also this nineteenth day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 

and thirty four. 

The above will contained fours sheets of paper was signed and sealed by the said John 

Okell and by time published and declared as and for his last will and testament in the 

presence of us who in his presence and in the presence of each other has @ subscribed 

our names as witness the word set in this last sheet having been first intended.  

? of Knutsford 

Peter Whitley, Stretton (his cousin) 

 

 

The twenty sixth day of July 1834             

Bennett Okell widow the executrix John Okell and Thomas Okell executors in this will 

names were sworn in common form and they further made oath that the personal estate 

and effects of the testator within the Diocese of Chester were under the value of eight 

hundred pounds before me Peter Vaunet, Surrogate 

 

The testator died 16 June 1834 

 


