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Josiah Stretch 

 

In the name of God Amen, I Josiah Stretch of Appleton in the county of Chester yeoman 

being aged and infirm, but of sound and …. 

Almighty God for the same do make publish and declare this to be my last will and 

testament in the manner following, that is to say, first it is my will and mind and I do 

hereby order and direct my executors hereinafter named to pay off and discharge all my 

just debts funeral expenses and probate hereof in a reasonable time after my decease 

out of my personal estate, and subject thereto, I give and bequeath all and every part 

and parcel of my personal estate unto my loving wife Mary Stretch to and for her own @ 

use and benefit (other than and except the sum of two hundred pounds and interest 

hereinafter mentioned to be due and owing unto me from Robert Okell of Sutton near 

Frodsham in the said county of Chester yeoman one of my executors hereinafter named).  

I give devise and bequeath unto my said loving wife all those my two leasehold 

tenements with their respective appurtenances situate lying and being in Appleton 

aforesaid called by the several names of the Niccows and the Pitts, to hold the same 

unto my said loving wife her heirs executors administrators and assigns for and during all 

my farms estates and interest therein respectively, also it is my will and minds and I do 

hereby give devise and bequeath all that my messuage thereunto belonging situate lying 

and being in Appleton aforesaid commonly called and known by the name of Grimsditch 

and now in the possession of myself and my son Richard Stretch unto the said Robert 

Okell, his survivors and assigns for and upon the several uses trusts interests and 

purposes and subject to the charges powers and limitations hereinafter mentioned and 

declared that is to say, upon trust that the said Robert Okell and his heirs do and shall 

stand @ of the said messuage and tenement with the appurtenances to and for his use 

and behoof of my said loving wife and her assigns for and during the term of her natural 

life, and form and after the determination of that estate by for @ or otherwise, @ upon 

trust that the said Robert Okell or his heirs shall and do immediately after my said wife’s 

decease by demise? Sale or mortgage thereof or of any part or parcel thereof or by such 

other ways or ? as to ..as to his shall …the sum of one hundred and eighty pounds of 

lawful British money and shall and will then forthwith pay the sum of thirty pounds part 

thereof unto my Grandson John Barnes (son of Amos Barnes of Stretton) in the said 

county yeoman to and for his own proper use and benefit, and the one hundred and fifty 

pounds remainder thereof shall place out at interest upon such security or securities as 

he or they shall think proper and pay and apply such interest equally share and share 

alike amongst my grandchildren Amos, Richard and Elizabeth Barnes (sons and 

daughters of the said Amos Barnes) until they shall severally attain their respective ages 

of twenty one years or be married which shall first happen. And when and as they shall 

severally attain their respective ages of twenty one years or be married, then upon trust 

to pay the said sum of one hundred and fifty pounds remainder of the said sum of one 

hundred and eighty pounds unto my said grandchildren Amos, Richard and Elizabeth 
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equally share and share alike. But in case any of my said grandchildren Amos, Richard 

and Elizabeth shall happen to die unmarried and under the age of twenty one years then 

it is my will and mind and I do hereby give and bequeath the part of share of in and to the 

said sum of one hundred and fifty pounds of him, her of there so dying under age and 

unmarried as aforesaid unto such of them my said grandchildren Amos, Richard and 

Elizabeth who shall live to attain the age of twenty one years or be married as aforesaid 

to be divided betwixt them of more than one share and share alike, and if only one of 

them shall live to attain that age, or be married then to such of @ attaining that age or 

marriage as aforesaid, and subject to the raising and the payment of the said sum of one 

hundred and eighty pounds in manner aforesaid, and the ways and means to be made 

use of for the raising the same, to the use of my said son Richard Stretch and his assigns 

for and during the term of his natural life without impeachment of or for any manner of 

@, and from after the determination of that estate by for foifoitures or otherwise, to the 

use and behoof of my grandson Samuel Stretch (son of my said son Richard Stretch) his 

heirs and assigns forever, subject and chargeable nevertheless as hereinbefore and also 

hereinafter mentioned.  

Provided always nevertheless and I do hereby further declare my will and mind, that it 

shall and may be lawful to and for my said son Richard Stretch at any time or times 

heresoafter by any his act or deeds or last week and testament to be by him executed 

and attested in the presence of two or more credible witnesses to charge ad make 

chargeable my said messuage and tenement called Grimsditch’s with the payment of the 

sum of two hundred pounds for the proper use and benefit of him the said Richard 

Stretch or for such other  uses interests and purposes as he my said son Richard Stretch 

shall think proper and to be raised and paid at such time and times after the decease of 

my said loving wife as he the said Richard Stretch shall by such deed or deeds or will 

direct limit or appoint @ default of such direction limitations or appointments then it is 

my will and mind and I do hereby charge and make chargeable all and singular the said 

tenement and premises to and with the payment of the said sum of two hundred pounds 

and do give and bequeath the same unto all and every the child and children of the said 

Richard Stretch (my grandsons Richard Stretch and Samuel Stretch only excepted) to be 

equally divided between or amongst them if more than one share and shares alike, and if 

but one such child then to such only child to and for his her and their own proper use and 

benefit and do order and direct that the same shall be raised and paid within the space 

of twelve months next after the decease of my said loving wife and my said son Richard 

Stretch. And whereas the said Robert Okell is justly and truly indebted unto me in the 

sum of two hundred pounds which I do hereby @ release and discharge unto him the 

said Robert Okell with all the interest that shall be due thereon at the time of my decease 

upon condition that he shall well and truly pay or cause to be paid unto my said loving 

wife the clear sum of seven pounds a year for and during the term if her natural life by 

two equal half yearly payments, that is to say, the first day of May and first day of 

November, the first payment to be made upon such of the said days as shall next happen 

after my decease, but if the said Robert Okell shall neglect or refuse to pay unto my said 

sum of seven pounds a year at the days and times and in manner aforesaid then and is 
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such case I give and bequeath the said principal sum of two hundred pounds and the 

interest which shall be due thereon unto my said loving wife to and for her own proper 

use and benefit, and lastly revoke all former wills and testaments and thereof do 

nominate my loving wife and the said Robert Okell executors hoping them will so the 

same faithfully performed as my trust is in them rep? In witness whereof  I the said 

testator Josiah Stretch have hereunto (as also to each other will of the same p@ @ and 

date write upon parchment) set and put my hand and seal  this twenty fourth day of 

January in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifty nine.  

Signed sealed published and declared by the said testator Josiah Stretch as and for his 

last will and testament in the presence of us who have hereunto subscribed our names 

as witnesses to attest the same in his sight and presence it being first declared by the 

said testator to be his last will and mind that if the said Robert Okell  


