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Robert Okell 1779 

This is the last will and testament of me Robert Okell of Stretton in the County of Chester 

yeoman made and published the twentieth day of March in the years of our Lord one 

thousand seven hundred and seventy nine in the manner following that is  say I order 

and direct all my just debts funeral expenses and the charge of the probate hereof to be 

paid and discharged And subject thereto I do give and bequeath all my ready money and 

money placed out at interest upon any securities whatsoever together with all other my 

personal estate and effects whatsoever and wheresoever until my executrix and executor 

hereinafter named their executors administrators and assigns upon trust and to the 

intent and purpose that they and the survivor of them ..his and her executors 

administrators and assigns shall and do place and put out of continue at interest all the 

money aforesaid upon such security or securities as they in their discretion shall think 

proper and from time to time with the like discretion call in the same and change such 

securities and pay and apply the interest produce and proceed thereof unto my loving 

wife Mary Okell unto my two daughters Elizabeth and Mary shall severally attain the age 

of twenty one years or by flux of time would attain that age if she my said wife shall so 

long continue my widow, but if she shall die or marry again before that time, upon trust to 

pay and apply the interest and proceed of the money to be placed out at interest as 

aforesaid unto and for the maintenance and bringing up of all my children until my said 

two daughters shall severally attain the said age of twenty one years and  when and so 

soon as they shall respectively attain that age or would do so by the time in case of their 

death upon trust to call in the money to be placed out as a foresaid and pay the same 

unto and equally between my said daughter Elizabeth and Mary have and share alike 

And if either of them shall die under age and without issue then upon trust to pay the 

part or share of her @ unto the survivor of them my said daughters and unto my son 

George Okell equally And if both of them my said daughters shall die under aged and 

without issue upon further trust to pay the whole of the money to be placed out at 

interest aforesaid unto my said son George And if he shall die under the age of twenty 

one years and without issue leaving one of his said sisters upon trust to pay the whole of 

the money aforesaid unto his surviving sister, to her own use. And upon further trust to 

permit and suffer my said loving wife to hold and enjoy and have the use of the 

remainder of my said personal estate for and during so long of her natural life as she 

shall continue my widow in order that she may therewith and with the other provision 

hereby made for her support and bring up her children and from and after the decease or 

marriage again of my said wife, upon trust that my said executrix and executor or the 

survivor of them heirs or their executors and  administrators or assigns shall and do 

convert the remainder of my said personal estate into money and place and put out the 

same at interest upon such security or securities as they in their discretion think fit and 

from time to time with the like discretion all in the same and pay and apply the yearly 

interest produce and proceed thereof for the maintenance education and bringing up of 

all my children until they shall severally attain their respective ages of twenty one years, 

and when and so soon as my children shall attain their respective ages of twenty one 
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years upon further trust to call in the said last mentioned money and pay the same unto 

and amongst my said children equally share and share alike, and if any of them shall 

happened to die under age and without issue, upon trust to pay and apply the part or 

share or parts and shares of him her or them so dying unto the survivors of them equally 

or to the survivor only And to or for no other use intent or purpose whatsoever I give and 

devise all my real estate whatsoever unto my said loving wife for and during so long of 

the term of her natural life as she shall continue my widow and from and after her 

decease or marriage again, I give and devise the same unto my son George Okell his 

heirs and assigns forever, But if he shall die under age and without issue then I give and 

devise the same unto my said daughters Elizabeth and Mary and their several heirs and 

assigns and tenants in common and not as joint tenants And if either of them shall die 

under age and without issue, I give and devise her part or share thereof unto my 

surviving daughter her heirs and assigns And I order and direct that the provision hereby 

made for my said wife shall be in lieu and full Bar of her dower to my Real Estate whereof 

I am seized and shall be accepted by her accordingly Also it is my will and mind that my 

said executrix and executor shall not be answerable for any more of my estate and 

effects than shall actually come to their respective hands nor shall they be answerable 

one for another but each for herself and himself and her and his own acts deeds and 

wilful defaults, nor shall they be liable to make good any loss which may happen in 

placing out at interest any of the money aforesaid or otherwise in the execution of the 

trusts herein contained unless such loss shall happen or be occasioned by their 

respective wilful neglect or default, And lastly revoking all former wills by me at any time 

hereinbefore made I do hereby publish and declare this to be my last will and testament 

and thereof do dominate constitute and appoint Margaret Allen of Stretton aforesaid 

spinster and my  grandson Samuel the son of my son Samuel Okell executrix and 

executor hoping they will see the same duly performed as my trust is in them exposed. In 

witness thereof I the said Robert Okell have hereunto set and put my hand and seal the 

day and year first within written 

Signed sealed published and declared by the said Robert Okell testator as and for his 

last will and testament  in the presence of hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses 

to attest the same in the sight and presence of the said testator rand of each other 

Walter Kerfoot  

John Owen 

John Penketh 

6 June 1796 

Samuel Okell the executor in this will named was sworn in common form power reserved 

to Margaret Allen the executrix before me Richard… 
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