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William Whitley 29 May 1813 

This is the last will and testament of William Whitley of Dutton in the County 

of Chester yeoman made and published this twenty ninth day of May in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirteen as follows. 

First it is my will and mind that all my stock of cattle farming stock 

household goods and other effects upon and belonging to my farm shall be 

continued to be used and enjoyed by such of my children (except my son 

Robert) as now make a part of my family and as shall continue to do so and 

reside upon my farm during the remainder of my Estate and farm therein for 

their mutual benefit (except such parts thereof as shall herein after 

specifically give and dispose of ) and for which purpose I give and bequeath 

the same to them nevertheless it is my will that my son William shall have 

the @ and sole management of the said farm as a trustee for himself and 

them.  

 

I give and bequeath to my five daughters Sarah, Ann, Mary, Sophia and 

Maria each a feather bed which they call their own with their late mother’s 

best feather bed, and all the linen which was hers and their own with the 

mahogany corner cupboard and all the china and tea trays to be equally 

divided amongst them whenever they shall think proper – also the 

mahogany tea table in the parlour and an oak dressing table in the spare 

room to go to them.  

 

I give to my daughter Sarah the chest and drawers which were her mothers, 

a looking glass, a mahogany knife box and two silver table spoons marked 

REW. To each of my daughters Ann, Mary and Sophia a chest ad drawers 

which they call their own. To my daughter Maria the oak chest in the best 

room.  

To my daughter Ann, a looking glass.  

 

To my daughter Mary a looking glass and two silver table spoons also 

marked R.E.W and to my daughter Sophia the little red bed and its furniture.  
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To my son Robert my desk and the silver can or tankard which was my 

fathers.  

 

To my son William the desk which he uses as his own and the silver tankard 

with his name or initials on it.  

I give to my son William the sum of six hundred pounds in consideration of 

his indefatigable labours and to my son Robert and each of my daughters 

Sarah, Ann, Mary, Sophia and Maria the sum of three hundred pounds 

apiece which legacies are to be payable at the end of one year next after my 

decease, except my son Robert the interest of which only is to be paid to 

him for his life in such manner and at such times as my Executors shall 

think proper and as to his said legacy of three hundred pounds it is my 

intention that the same shall go to his lawful issue if he shall marry and 

leave any share  and share alike if more than one. But is case he shall not 

leave any such issue the same legacy to be considered as a part of the 

residue of my estate hereinafter disposed of and be applied accordingly.  

 

I give to each of my grandsons Charles and Maurice, sons of my son John 

the sum of twenty guineas to be paid to their father for their use upon the 

division of the residue of my estate as after mentioned.  

 

I also order and direct that upon the expiration of my term and interest in my 

said farm my son William shall have the option of taking such part or parts 

or the whole residue of the stock and effects which shall then be the@@ or 

belong thereto as he shall think proper at the valuation afreor more fit 

person or persons to be mutually chosen for that purpose unless the parties 

interested can agree about such valuation  - and in case my son William 

shall not take any part of such stock and effects or as to any such [page 3] 

as he may decline taking or in case he shall then happen to be dead then it 

is my will that the same and all other my saleable effects shall be converted 

into money in such  manner as my executors shall think best and as to the 

money to arise from such valuation or sale or both and all the residue and 

remainder of my estate effects and properly whatsoever and wheresoever 

which I may die possessed of in any manner entitle unto I give and bequeath 
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the same unto and be equally divided between all my said sons John, 

Samuel, Peter and George and my daughter Elizabeth they being already 

sufficiently provided for) But as to my son Robert’s share my will is that he 

shall only be entitled to the interest thereof for his life and that the principal 

shall go and be applied in such and the same manner as I have herein 

before directed in regard to his legacy of three hundred pounds in all 

aspects hereinbefore mentioned.  

 

And in case any of my children shall happen to die before the receipt of his 

or her share of my effects as aforesaid leaving lawful issue such issue shall 

stand in the place of the parent and take the same benefit at the same 

times as such parent or parents if living would have done.  

 

And I nominate and appoint my said sons John and William executors of this 

my last will and testament hoping they will see the same fully performed as 

my trust is in them reposed. In witness whereof I have hereunto set and 

affixed my hand and seal the day and year first before written Wm Whitley 

Signed sealed published and declared by the said testator William Whitley 

as and for his last will and testament in the presence of us who have 

hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses at his request in his presence 

and in the presence of each other. 

William  

H Whitley 

Know all men by these presents that we Ann Whitley of Stretton in the 

Parish of Great Budworth and Mary Whitley of the aforesaid place and 

parish and John Bolland of the same place and parish all in the county and 

diocese of Chester are holden and firmly bound unto the Right Reverend 

Father in God Wm Bird by divine permission, Lord Bishop of Chester the sum 

of four thousand pounds of good and lawful money of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Ireland current in that part of the said Kingdom, call 

England to be paid unto the said Lord Bishop, his lawful attorney, executors, 

administrators or Assigns to which payment well and truly to be made we 

bind ourselves and every of us severally for and in the whole, our Heirs, 
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Executors and Administrators of every of us, firmly by these Presents. 

Sealed with our Seals, and date the tenth day of April in the Third Year of the 

Reign of our sovereign Lord William by the Grace of God of the UK of GB and 

I King, Defender of the Faith and in the year of our Lord God One Thousand 

Eight hundred and thirty two.   

The condition of this obligation is such that if the above bounders Ann 

Whitley and Mary Whitley the natural and lawful daughters and next of Kin 

and residuary legatees and as such administraties with Will annexed, of all 

and singular the goods, chattels and credits of William Whitley late of Dutton 

in the Parish of Great Budworth in the county and Diocese of Chester, 

yeoman Widower deceased the executors John and William Whitley having 

died by the proving the same of all and singular ……..  

 

Sealed and Delivered in the Presence of Us Ann Whitley, Mary Whitley, John 

Bolland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


