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Chester Courant 19 October 1853 

Frodsham Deanery Schoolmasters’ Association 

 

The third half-early meeting of this Association was held on Thursday last at Stretton, and 

was very fairly attended. The following Clergymen and Schoolmasters were present: Rev T 

Greenall, incumbent of Stretton and Rural Dean and Rev J Hordern, Vicar of Rostherne and 

Rural Dean, presidents of the Association Rev C K Dean, Curate of Stretton; Rev Wm 

McIver, Rector of Lymm; Rev T Greenall, Rector of Grappenhall; Rev. Gibbons, Incumbent 

of Witton; and Rev. George Bewsher, Incumbent of Lostock; Schoolmasters: Mr 

Underwood, Antrobus; Mr. Moss, Rostherne; Mr. Jones, Bollington; Mr. Hardman, 

Weaverham; Mr Roscoe, Knutsford; Mr. Cowle, Barnton; Mr. Bottom, Lostock; Mr Baker, 

Witton; Mr Wooley, Grappenhall; and Mr. Walton, Stretton, Secretary and Treasurer of the 

Association.  

 

According to notice at the previous meeting, the subject first discussed was “What is the 

best mode of teaching Spelling, with a view to correct pronunciation and writing?” Several 

useful suggestions were given on the best method of teaching this important branch of 

instruction; but the general tone of the meeting seemed to be in favour of teaching by 

sight, and not by sound only. 

 

After this discussion, the members sat down to an excellent dinner, provided by Mr. Cliffe, 

the landlord of the Cat and Lion; amongst all the various opinions which prevailed, 

unanimity swayed this part of the proceeding. After the cloth was drawn, the usual loyal 

and patriotic toasts were drunk and the social intercourse which arose tended to show 

that the schoolmaster is not fighting along, but that his services are beginning to be highly 

valued. After dinner, the next subject for consideration was- “Rewards and Punishments” 

Time would not admit of this being fully entered into; a little, however, was said of the 

latter; various modes punishment were spoken of, suited if possible to the various 

disposition; but corporal punishment, when resorted to, as in extreme cases, was to be 

given privately, and by no means in the presence of the rest of the children. The next 

meeting was fixed to be held at Rostherne; subjects for discussion: Rewards and 

Punishments, and “Arithmetic”  

 

 

 

 

 


