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Warrington Examiner 2 March 1901 

A CALLOUS FATHER WELL PUNISHED 

At the Daresbury Petty Sessions on Tuesday, before Messrs W Long (in the chair), H Nield 

and J Malin Eddleston Thomas Bushel, a blacksmith of Lower Stretton, was charged with 

cruelly neglecting his four children Nellie (twelve), Randolph (ten) Lancelot eight and 

Redvers (one and five months), on the 22 February, and other dates during the last six 

months. Mr A Browne prosecuted on behalf of the NSPCC and said the cause for this 

trouble was mainly drink.  

The defendant was a blacksmith who could earn £1 a week. The wife was a very 

respectable woman and the house, clothing and children were kept very clean. The little 

children must have suffered severely had it not been for the kindness of the neighbours 

and the vicar of Stretton. Mrs Bushel said her husband had earned £1 a week during the 

last six months. He had given her about 2s and 2s 6d a week.  She had not sufficient 

means to keep the children, though sometimes she got a little work to do.  

Inspector Hackett called on Friday, when they had no food. She had given the children 

turnips previously. The neighbours and the Vicar of Stretton had been very kind to her. He 

had tried to do all he could for her husband who frequently came home drunk. He (the 

husband) on one occasion smacked the little baby, and also found her eldest daughter in 

the road with it. The neighbours said they would not help her any more if she did not 

prosecute him.  

Evidence was also given by the Vicar of Stretton, the Hon Rev. C F Cross.  

Inspector Hackett said he visited the house, and found the house, clothes, bed, and 

children clean, but the children were poorly clad. All the neighbours had provided food and 

clothing for them for the past three years. The children were fairly well nourished owing to 

the kindness of neighbours. For two days, however, they had nothing to eat but boiled 

turnips and salt, which they had begged.  

Prisoner had nothing to say. The Chairman said the Bench considered that this was a very 

bad case. Prisoner was not worthy of the name of a man. He would be sentenced to three 

calendar months’ imprisonment with hard labour. 


