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Chester Chronicle June 1916 

THE POTATO HARVEST IN CHESHIRE 

Labour Shortage 

Meeting of Farmers at Northwich Mr J.W. Dykes, of Market Gate Chambers, Warrington, 

sends us a copy of “The Warrington Guardian” containing a report of meetings of 

Cheshire and Lancashire farmers to consider a proposal to lift the whole of the potato 

crop together ie. big and small potatoes. Mr Dyke states for our information that the 

project has been very favourable received in Knutsford, Northwich, Frodsham, Ormskirk, 

St.Helens, Warrington and district. We print in our advertising columns a reference to the 

same matter. Mr Dykes states that the movement has also been taken up by Mr Norris 

Midwood, president of the Cheshire Farmers’ Association, who regards it as a step in the 

right direction. 

At the meeting in Northwich Mr, John Cross of Sandiway was voted to the chair, and Mr. 

F.S Marsh, auctioneer, was appointed secretary.  

The chairman suggested that owing to abnormal times and shortage of labour there 

would be a great saving if the early crop of potatoes was lifted together. He did not think 

any Irishmen would be coming over, and the potatoes would either have to be got out 

with the digger or the plough, and thrown together by women and children. One result 

would be that more small potatoes would be used for food instead of being used for 

cattle. There would thus be less waste. Warrington farmers had passed a resolution to lift 

all the crop together, and they asked other districts to join with them After he saw the 

decision arrived at at Warrington, he took the trouble to write to the Wholesale co-

operative Society at Manchester. They replied: “We prefer the potatoes selected as in 

previous seasons but of course, under the present abnormal conditions if the decision is 

otherwise, we will have to stand by it.” As agriculturalists they all know the difficulty which 

was facing them with the early potato crop.  

Growers Asked to Assist 

Mr Hugh Darbyshire of Stretton said he had come from Warrington to let them know what 

they had done. Their aim was to manage with less labour and make it possible for 

females and children to assist. By throwing all the potatoes together they would 

considerably lighten the labour.  For 43 years he had been an early potato grower. He 

had been accustomed to get a good staff of men, and now he could not get two. That 

applied to all of them and the only thing was to adapt themselves to circumstances. 

More diggers would have to be obtained, and women and children could throw the 

potatoes together. In Jersey they were thrown out by men with forks, and women and 

children picked them. He understood the same thing applied in Ireland.  

The Chairman: In Ayrshire, Scotland, also 
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Mr Darbyshire said that they had asked their secretary to write to influential gentlemen 

and large growers to ask them to assist in making the thing a success. He understood 

that the Government were sending large quantities of potatoes weekly from Jersey to the 

troops and that the Wholesale Co-operative Society had undertaken to augment the 

supply with Cheshires as the Jerseys fell off. They would, therefore, not have the quantity 

of Jerseys coming to this country. It would be impossible to keep the supply on the local 

markets unless they stuck together. They were not taking this step from any selfish point 

of view (hear, hear) 

TO SAVE LABOUR 

Mr R Billington of Stretton said that with reference to the question how long they should 

go on throwing the crop together he thought that would right itself. Cheshire was earlier 

than Lancashire and Yorkshire and those counties had decided to throw the crop 

together so long as potatoes were being got off the ground and until they went into pits 

or hogs. If they could organise the thing throughout Lancashire and Cheshire there would 

be no difficulty whatever about people buying them, and it would not only “materially 

assist in labour-saving, but would prove a national advantage as all the crop would be 

put on the market. He was there representing a large early potato-growing district. They 

had very little skilled labour in their district, and if they could put it to some other use in 

the way of cleaning crops and hay harvesting it would be a distinct advantage. 

NOT FROM A SELFISH MOTIVE 

Mr J T Baxter, of Dutton Hall, said that movement was commenced for the purpose of 

labour-saving and for the benefit of the public without being in any way selfish. It was no 

new idea. The public might think they were trying to do that in the hope of reaping some 

benefit, but that would ultimately go to the public. His brother, who commenced early 

potato growing in Staffordshire some years ago, had never sorted a potato since he had 

been there; he never had a hundredweight of offal potatoes left about the place. 

BETTER DEMAND FOR SMALLER POTATOES 

Mr T Eaton, Marston, said he would fall in with the ideas expressed, as he considered 

them wise. For a great many years he had attended the Potteries markets, and he had 

often noticed there was a better demand for smaller potatoes. He had sold chats in a 

dropping market many times for more money at the finish than big ones. When the 

statistics came out they would find that not more than two thirds of the average quantity 

of potatoes had been grown this year. Farmers had not the labour to put the usual crop 

in, and unless they had a ready way of getting it out it would be a difficult job.  

Mr Baxter remarked that if early potatoes were left they might lose hundreds or 

thousands of tons by not getting them at the proper time.  

Mr Horton of Marton expressed himself in agreement with the views on the lifting of early 

potatoes.  


