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Stretton Publican Fined 

At Daresbury Petty Sessions on Tuesday, before Mr William Long (in the chair) and Mr H 

Nield, William Lang Greaves, landlord of the Ring O’Bells Inn, Lower Stretton, was 

summoned for permitting drunkenness on his premises at 9.10pm on October 26th and 

James Povey, labourer, Lower Stretton, was summoned for being drunk on licensed 

premises. Mr Steel who appeared to defend, pleaded not guilty.  

Mr W H Churton, of Chester, who prosecuted, said Acting Sergeant Kennerley called at the 

house at 9.10pm on October 26th, and in the tap-room found eight persons, Among them 

was the defendant Povey and Kennerley saw that he was drunk. He spoke to Povey, who, 

with considerable difficulty, got on to his feet; in fact he had to take hold of a table to 

support himself. Povey then took a drink out of a glass in front of him. The officer at once 

called the attention of the license to the man, and told him he was drunk. The licensee did 

not attempt to say one word to the contrary and during the whole time, the officer was in 

the house it was never contradicted that the defendant was drunk. Mrs. Johnson, a 

daughter of Povey appeared on the scene, and said “That is right, Mr. Kennerley, it is time 

something was done. He is drunk and they keep bringing him beer. He has had four gills 

in twenty minutes.” He (Mr. Churton) supposed that was too express a speed.  

The defence was that Povey was not drunk and it was stated that he only had five glasses 

of beer in the house. A large number of witnesses gave evidence on behalf of the 

defendant who has held the licence of the Ring O’Bells for 24 years.  

The Bench retired to consider the case, and on returning the Chairman said Greaves would 

be fined £2 and costs. They were sorry after he had held the licence so long to have to 

convict, but it was their duty to do so. They hoped the owners of the house would take into 

the consideration defendant’s past character in their treatment of the house in the future. 

They allowed £2 2s advocate’s fee. The defendant Povey would be fined 2s 6d and costs, 

and they hoped this would be a lesson to him. It was evident that the house had been too 

much of a resort on Saturday nights, and if they could the Bench would break such habits. 

Drinking four or five glasses of beer in twenty minutes was not taking advantage of a 

meeting with neighbours, and they were all wishful to stop that as far as they could.  

 

  

 

  


